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Jan. 10: Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) rebels marked the 10th anniversary
of their 1981 "final offensive" by detonating numerous explosives in San Salvador. Police
spokespersons reported damage to a military facility located on the eastern outskirts of the city.
Military sources reported that rebels attacked a Huey-500 helicopter in Suchitoto, Cuscatlan
department, with machinegun fire. The aircraft made a crash landing, and the two pilots were
wounded. One of the pilots died on Thursday evening in San Salvador. Also in Suchitoto, FMLN
commandos attacked national police headquarters, and several police patrols throughout the city.
Military sources reported that government troops bombed rebel camps near the Guazapa Volcano,
located north of the capital. In Santa Tecla, southwest of San Salvador, rebels stopped traffic by
scattering "miguelitos" (bent and welded nails used to puncture tires) along the main roadway.
Jan. 11: The armed forces press office (COPREFA) reported that rebel commandos launched an
RPG-7 grenade at the "Tower of Democracy" building in San Salvador, causing extensive damage
to the structure. No casualties were reported. One soldier and one rebel were killed in fighting in
Cuscatlan department. In Nueva Concepcion, Chalatenango department, rebels attacked national
police headquarters. There were no reports of casualties. Meanwhile, FMLN units occupied the
towns of La Palma, San Ignacio and Agua Caliente, and dynamited three electricity pylons along
the Troncal del Norte highway near Nueva Concepcion. In Colon, La Libertad department, rebels
blocked access to the Panamerican highway. In a Radio Venceremos broadcast, the FMLN reported
24 government troop casualties in recent fighting in Cuscatlan and Cabanas departments, and
44 casualties in clashes with rebels in the Guazapa area (north of San Salvador). Jan. 13: Radio
Venceremos reported that during the first two weeks of January, rebel forces caused 136 government
troop casualties including 63 members of the Atlacatl Battalion during fighting in Chalatenango
department , the downing of two helicopters, and the destruction of 12 components of the nation's
electricity grid. The FMLN reported that rebels took six civil defense members prisoner in Cabanas
department, who were subsequently turned over to the International Red Cross. (Basic data from
Salpress, 01/10/91; Notimex, 01/11/91, 01/13/91; AFP, 01/10/91, 01/11/91)
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